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Lectures & Courses 2017 - 18 
 

Literature & Local History 

 
  



Barchester Chronicles  

Tutor: Dr Greta Depledge 

The fictitious cathedral town of Barchester is the setting for the six novels which 

make up the Chronicles of Barsetshire. Considered by many as Trollope’s finest 
work, this course will consider the novels in this series and the social and political 

context in which they were written. No session 25 Oct 17. 

 

Wednesdays, 2:00 – 4:00 from 27th Sep 2017 for 7 weeks  

At Heathcoat Community Centre, King St., Tiverton, EX16 5JJ. 
Fee: £52.00 for 7 sessions. Enrol at: http://www.wea.org.uk/ (Ref: C3528628) 

 

Please enroll at least 7 days before the start of this course. Enquiries may be made to 

Anne Davies, 15 Blundell’s Avenue, Tiverton, EX16 4DL. Tel: 01884 254744 or Les 

Boyce, Tel: 01884 256819; lesboyce@gmail.com 

 

Glimpses of Tiverton’s 

Past Tutor: Mike Sampson 

Key events in the town’s history – from 885AD, its first mention, to the1960 

floods. Also covers the funeral of Princess Katherine (1527), the Borough Charter 

of 1615, the Great Fire of 1731 and the coming of elementary schools. Students 
will also have a chance to join research into the place names of Tiverton. 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 9:00pm, monthly: 4th Oct, 1st Nov, 6th Dec, 

7th Feb 18, 7th Mar 18, 4th Apr* 18 (* venue tbc) 

At Petroc (Tiverton Campus), Bolham Rd, Tiverton, EX16 6SH.  

Fee: £48.00 for 6 sessions. Enrol with Anne Davies, 15 Blundell’s Avenue, 

Tiverton, EX16 4DL. Tel: 01884 254744 or at:  http://www.wea.org.uk/ (Ref: 

C$$$$$$$).  
Students may also attend single meetings on a one-off basis at £8 per night. See 

below for details of the individual lectures.

mailto:lesboyce@gmail.com
http://www.wea.org.uk/


Lectures for Glimpses of Tiverton’s Past: 

Aim: to provide glimpses of Tiverton at key points in the town’s history, NOT to attempt to 

cover fully the history of the town. 

 

October 4th  c885 – King Alfred’s Twyfyrde: the first mention of Tiverton - the 

Anglo-Saxon settlement, people, church, roads 

 PLUS Introduction to project Recording Tiverton’s Place Names* 

 

November 1st  1527 – Funeral of Princess Katherine of Tiverton Castle – ‘ownership 

of town’ - manor of Tiverton – her life as seen through her accounts - day-

to-day life as seen in the court rolls 

 

December 6th  1615 – Tiverton’s Borough Charter – reasons why Charter was sought – 

 self-government – who were the Mayor and Burgesses? - 1627 bye-laws 

 

February 7th  1731 – The Great Fire of Tiverton – buildings – displacement of  

population, loss of trade, regional/national response – subsequent building 

boom – Act of Parliament 

 

March 7th  1870 – Schools For All: the Elementary Education Act – number and 

types of schools in Tiverton – teachers – attendance 

 

April 4th  1960 – The Tiverton Floods – emergency aid – after-effects – flood 

 defences? 

 

Students signing up for the complete series of lectures (@£48) will receive priority booking 

and discounted rates on linked trips and visits. It is planned to visit both Tiverton Museum 

and the Devon Heritage Centre in Exeter.  However, you may also attend single lectures @ 

£8 per night. 

 

*Place Names Project. This will cover the old borough of Tiverton, including field names, 

house names and street names, from the earliest times to today. Much of the research can be 

done ‘in the armchair’ on the Internet – early Ordnance Survey maps are available on-line, as 

are the Tithe Maps and Apportionments – or participants could ‘walk the streets’ noting street 

and/or housenames. Census returns and parish registers on microfiche could be used at the 

Museum or Devon Heritage Centre. Participants could choose or be allocated areas of the 

town or countryside to record, or specific sources. 

Once recording has been completed, an attempt can be made at finding the derivations of the 

names. The final results could be produced, either as a stand-alone book/let, or on CD or on 

the Internet, or… who knows? Through participating in this project students will gain an 

insight into the wide range of sources for the history of their town. It is hoped that an active 

local history study group will emerge following this work. 



What is the WEA? 

Welcome to the UK’s largest voluntary sector provider of adult education in England and 

Scotland. Founded in 1903, the Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) is a charity 

dedicated to bringing high-quality, professional education into the heart of communities. 

With the support of nearly 3,000 volunteers, 2,000 tutors and over 10,000 members, 

we deliver friendly, accessible and enjoyable courses for adults from all walks of life. The 

WEA has been active in Tiverton since 1920. 

Learn with the WEA 

Not everyone has access to the opportunities provided by education. We believe they 

should. That’s why we at the WEA help adults learn, no matter where they are, no matter 

what their circumstances. We take our courses out into communities nationwide, reaching 

people that conventional adult education can’t, because they are often the ones that need it 

most. 

Our professional tutors take the time to build trust and empathy with each student we 

teach, so we understand how learning can improve their lives, not just what their learning 

needs are inside the classroom. 

Who are we? 

Courses and other events in Tiverton are organized by a small committee of volunteers 

with the help of an Area Education Manager employed by the National Association. 

Currently these are the people working to bring adult classes to Tiverton: 

Anne Davies (Chairman); Leslie Boyce (Secretary); Carol Whitaker (Committee Member) 

If you are interested in joining the team in planning future events or can help in spreading 

the word about our activities, please contact Anne Davies or Leslie Boyce. 

Mrs Anne Davies, 15 Blundell’s Avenue, Tiverton, EX16 4DL. 01884 254744. 

Mr Leslie Boyce, 9 St Andrews Ct, Tiverton, EX16 6XA. 01884 256819. lesboyce@gmail.com  

 

 

The Workers' Educational Association (WEA) is a charity registered in England and Wales 

(number 1112775) and in Scotland (number SC039239) and a company limited by guarantee 

registered in England and Wales (number 2806910). 

Registered address: 4 Luke Street, London, EC2A 4XW 
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